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 “When I listen to this song [Coming Back to Life], I imagine the famous Rodin sculpture 
called The Thinker, lost in thought, engaged in that dangerous pastime of trying to make sense 
out of life. Then, like the dawn of a new day, I imagine a sun rising out of the darkness on the 
horizon ahead of me, overlaid with words that describe different aspects of Goodness. One by 
one the words fade in and out of the rising sun: beauty, compassion, co-operation, courage, 
empathy, faithfulness, forgiveness, freedom, generosity, gentleness, honesty, hope, humility, joy, 
justice, kindness, love, loyalty, mercy, moderation, patience, peace, respect, responsibility, self-
discipline, sensitivity, tolerance, wisdom . . . 
 “As I head towards this shining sun, I realize that these are the qualities and values that make 
life worth living, that get people out of life's ditches, that define what many of us mean by 
spirituality, that result in people and relationships coming back to Life. These are the qualities 
and values that make up the sun of Goodness itself, that invisible source of moral and spiritual 
light and warmth that you and I can answer to and belong to. These are the qualities and values 
that point to and give definition to the mystery we call God. 
 “Whether Goodness is rooted in a supernatural Being called God, or God is the 
personification of that Goodness, it’s the same Goodness we’re talking about. That’s what Grace 
and I have tried to live for. That’s what I hope my children will live for. And that’s what I hope 
all of us will spend the rest of our lives doing, transforming Goodness from an ideal to something 
real—something really present in our lives, no matter where or with whom we live.” 
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